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B#d®  Todd J. Rutkin

I have been an instructor of English at Shimonoseki
City University since April, 1994. Owver the past
four years, | have been researching, publishing, and
presenting papers primarily in the area of second
language acquisition and teaching with an emphasis
on English education as a foreign/second language.
Basically, | have been studying and researching
how to most effectively teach, mostly to Japanese
university students, American language— reading,
composition, literature, oral communication, listen-
ing, etc. —and culture. Recently I have been focused
on learner motivation. Specifically, [ am continually
striving Lo find the proper balance between learner
needs and interests, and the constraints of pedagogi-
cally sound theory and practice.

Presently, | am collaborating on a project with
another instructor at this institution concentrating
on the dynamics of the classroom. Namely, through
the employment of guantitative and gualitative
analysis, we are attempting to determine whether
and in what manner pair/group work—and student
attitudes towards it—affect learner motivation,
improvement, and overall success in the course.

In the future, I look forward to further exploring
student attitudes and behavior towards learning in
the hope of better comprehending them. In doing so,
perhaps | can aid learners in improving their achieve-
ment and performance in the process of attaining
their full potential.
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