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o  ZEEEFHEBEFR (JALT) 5 36 FFERERRASEM RRE [JALT2011) THIZEREZ1T 9

o JALT REFSMEEHFE ML Z (CUE) FEIT TEDA  “Foreign Language Motivation in
Japan” (ZFART Dim L& E <

. M HESE  “JALT2010 Conference Proceedings” 1T 3¢ “FLP SIG Forum— looking
forward” (0’ Dwyer K, Nagai &, Sullivan K, Smith K& 2R L) 2#¥fa15%
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2. 01EEOHRFHDOER

For the 2011 academic year, my main research focus has been on the JSPS Grants—in—-Aid
for Scientific Research—funded (Bl#fF#r) project [GBESIFLIR & - =AM EFEEEH O A O
BB T OB RKICEI T 58722 ] T am currently undertaking along with Kristen Sullivan
(Shimonoseki City University) and Malcolm Swanson (Professor, Seinan Jo Gakuin
University). The main focus of research for this year has been with the ongoing collection
of data. We have been collecting survey data from the first & second year classes involved
in our study, and are currently planning to interview groups of students towards the end
of the semester. At this stage we are uncertain about the response rate we will receive
regarding interview candidates, but hope to get a high enough number of interviewees to
help us.

Having collected this data, the next stage is to start analyzing it. While we had hoped
to make more progress on this during the 2nd semester, various factors such as the move

into the new administration building, and other work commitments have slowed things down.
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However, we have made some progress with the data we have collected to date, and have
some potentially interesting findings that seem to positively tie into current
developments in the field, especially in relation to the socially—constructed and mediated
nature of self-regulation and motivation.

In terms of reporting on our findings, we presented on our progress to date at the JALT
CUE SIG conference in Tokyo on July 2, 2011. The theme of this presentation was “Beliefs,
Attitudes and Self Regulated Learning,” looking at how student beliefs and attitudes
towards their English study influences the ways they approach their studies. We also held
a workshop at the JALT2011 international conference in Tokyo on November 19, the title
of this being “Developing Resources for Self-directed Learning.” Here, we looked at
ways the approaches we are trying in our classes can be applied to other teaching
situations, and considered some of the possible issues facing teachers interested in this.
We hope to submit a paper based on this workshop to the JALT2011 Conference Proceedings,
with the deadline for the submission being early January 2012, and will be doing a follow—up
workshop on this theme at Kitakyushu JALT in February 2012. We have also submitted an
abstract to present on our research at the Independent Learning Association conference
to be held in Wellington, New Zealand in September 2012. We also contributed to a paper
entitled “Framework & Language Portfolio SIG Forum: Looking forward’ in the JALT2101
Conference Proceedings, our section being “Facilitating learners’ use of goal-setting,

self-regulative and metacognitive strategies.”

While we had hoped to have a paper accepted for a book on motivation in language learning
in Japan, our abstract was unfortunately rejected. The reason given for this was because

our theme did not directly address motivation itself, but was rather looking at pedagogical
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approaches to encourage motivation in language learning. Due to a large number of
submissions for this book project, it was decided to limit chapters to those dealing
directly with motivation. We intend to submit this proposed chapter to some other
publication at some stage in the future
My own research has been focusing on goal-setting in learning situations, and how this
can help students to become more self-directed and self-regulated in their learning, as
well as helping to increase and sustain learner motivation. Here, this year I had a paper,
“Using goals to facilitate self-regulated learning , published in the JALT2010
Conference Proceedings. I also presented on this topic at Kitakyushu JALT in October of
this year, and have been accepted to do a presentation on the topic at CamTESOL in Phnom
Penh, Cambodia in February 2012
As in 2010, I have also been interested in the use of Internet resources for learning.
One area here is a continuation of the extensive reading project I have been running with
the eigo jisshu tokubetsu class students. I have also been trialing an online system to
help students set learning goals and use a portfolio—type online space to record their
English-learning progress, and reflect on areas they need to focus on for improvement
Tt is hoped this system will eventually be tied into the main FMJIE research outlined
above.
Finally, as in the past, I have been engaged in ongoing professional development via
conference attendance and extensive reading of literature related to language teaching,

research, and development as well as in related fields of psychology and education.
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