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2. 0165 EOHRFBDER

The main focus of my research activities in 2016 was on assessment systems for extensive reading.
Data for the research was collected from a course | have been teaching at Seinan Women's
University. The research involves a comparison of two assessment systems, looking specifically at
whether there are differences in the outcomes for the two systems, or if they allow for similar
results. The two systems under study use online quizzes to confirm that students have read the books
they are required to read for the course, and to keep track of the reading progress over the course of

the class.

I gave a presentation of the initial findings of this research at the 2016 PanSIG conference at Meio
University, Okinawa in May, 2016. | have since been doing mote analysis of the data collected, and
expect to have a paper completed and submitted to an extensive reading research journal in the near
future. While | had hoped to have the paper finished and submitted earlier, some unexpected
personal events came up which meant | was unable to devote the necessary time required to

completing the paper.

A second project | have been working on relates to quantitative research methodology in foreign
language learning research. Here, | gave a presentation on the use of the open-source statistical
computing package, R, at the JALT2016 international conference held in Nagoya in November. |
have submitted a paper based on this presentation to the post-conference publication, and hope to
hear about the status of this soon. The paper is a discussion of some of the issues involved with
orthodox statistical methodology, namely null hypothesis statistical testing, and looks at alternative
approaches that aim to overcome limitations of the orthodoxy. These include the use of confidence

intervals and measures of effect size, as well as greater use of graphical displays of data.

While | had also hoped to finally complete a paper on earlier research into self-regulated learning,
the delay in finishing the extensive reading paper resulted in this not happening. My current aim is

to try and wrap up this research in the next academic year.

In addition to the above, | have been continuing to keep up to data with research and theoretical
developments in my areas of interest through reading recent publications in the field and attending

relevant conference presentations where possible. In particular, | have been strengthening my
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understanding and knowledge of quantitative statistical methodology.

While 1 am somewhat disappointed with what | have managed to achieve this year, | do think it will

serve as a good basis for ongoing research projects in the near future.
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